| Any More Ideas?

January 18th—Human Relations Day

“The 1972 General Conference established Hu-
man Relations Day to “recognize the right of all
God’s children in realizing their potential as hu-
man beings in relationship with each other.”
Every one of God’s children deserves justice and
equality. Every one of God’s children deserves to
open doors to success.”

Visit www.nccume.org to learn more
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“VYolunteer teams are needed at the MERCI
Warehouse in Goldsboro. Teams will collect, sort
and pack response kits, organize inventory to
prepare for immediate response, become trained
to better respond to emergency situations and
make a commitment to join a team to serve in the
most awesome ministry of caring! To schedule a
team of one or more, contact Ann Huffman at 1-
888-440-9167.”

Visit www.merciumc.org to find more information on
the Merci center and other ways you can help.

ANNUAL REVIVAL
JANUARY 25TH THROUGH 28TH
7:00 EACH EVENING
Sunday through Tuesday, our preacher will be Tim Reaves

On Wednesday, Brian Rogers will bring the message
SPECIAL MUSIC EACH EVENING
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i what God would want you to do? It

From the Pastor:
I hope that you have read the entire

article. If you have, then maybe you
noticed, as I did, that there is a

out. Now, if you remember that
each section is submitted by a dif-
ferent person, then this thread is
really a God-thing.

The common thread? Garris Chapel
1s reaching out in 2009. From our
outreach projects, to inviting people
i to family nights, to loading up your
i car for the ladies meeting, to reach-
ing out to the community with pan-
cake suppers and fun runs, it’s all
about reaching out. If you don’t
mind me saying so, I think that God
likes that.

If you agree, let’s think about our
New Year’s resolutions. Not our
Garris Chapel resolutions, but our

newsletter before getting to this last |

common thread running through-

personal goals for the New Year.
Surely you have already made
yours. If so, look at them again.
How many of them are all about
you? (Losing weight, exercising,
taking a course, being more organ-
1zed, attending church more regu-
larly)

Why not try something a bit differ-
ent this year. Instead of making
goals for things that you want to
accomplish this year, why not make
some New Year’s resolutions about

may take some serious thinking and
planning, and possibly some addi-
tional praying. But I believe that
when you get to the end of 2009,
you will be glad that you did.

Lord, let it begin with Jerry.

Happy New Year to all!
Pastor Jerry

January 2008
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The Outreach Ministry is dedicated to reaching out-
side our immediate church family to reveal the love of
God. Throughout the year, we are actively involved in
many ministries and are always looking for additional
ways to show God's love to those around us. Listed
below are some of our on-going projects. If you would
like to get involved, please speak with the listed coor-
dinator,

The Sterling Houge: On the 5th Sunday of each quar-
ter, we go to The Sterling House in Goldsboro to visit
with the residents. These visits have included home-
made ice cream, homemade cookies, as well as catered
meals from McCalls. Sometimes we provide entertain-
ment while they are enjoying their snack. Sabrina
Paphitis coordinates these visits.

Wayne County Relay for Life; Garris Chapel is al-
ways an active participant in the annual Relay for Life
that raises funds for the American Cancer Society.
The relay is traditionally held during May. Fundrais-
ing activities will begin in February/March time-
frame, Lynn Crumpler is the coordinator.

Cancer Care Packages: In 2009, we would like to be-
gin a Cancer Care Package ministry that will provide
care packages to folks recently diagnosed with cancer.
If you have ideas of items to be included or if you have
a person you would like receive one of these packages,
please contact Susan Spengler.

Operation Christmas Child: Each year, we provide
empty shoeboxes for the congregation to fill with
Christmas goodies for needy children. In addition to
the shoeboxes, the church covers the cost of the ship-
ment. Shoeboxes will usually be available during the
month of October since the shipment is due the week
before Thanksgiving. We have traditionally sent
about 100 boxes. Contact is Susan Spengler
Airmen Cookie Drive: During the holiday season,
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folks who are able can bring homemade cookies in
non-returnable packages to the church to be taken to
SJAFB for delivery to airmen overseas. This is usu-
ally the first weekend in December.

Needy families: If at anytime during the year, you
know of a family in need, please speak with the pas-
tor. He has been given a discretionary fund to be used
for such purposes.

Care for Bereaved Families: Garris Chapel has a
wonderful reputation of taking care of grieving fami-
lies. Rosa Wiggins heads up this ministry and will be
glad to offer the church's assistance.

Partnership with Educators; At the beginning of each
school year, school staff are granted a fixed dollar
amount to be used to provide classroom accessories, or
to help children identified by the guidance counselors
at their schools. Susan Spengler heads up this pro-
gram.

Alzheimer's Memory Walk: Garris Chapel has tradi-
tionally provided a donation to the memory walk. Due
to the increasing number of families affected by this
disease, we would like to increase our participation in
this project. If you have knowledge about this pro-
gram, please contact Susan Spengler.

Mission Work Teams: Garris Chapel sent a work
team to Louisiana in the summer of 2006. We would
like to take another work team during the summer of
2009. If you are interested, please contact Susan
Spengler.

Vacation Bible School Mission Projects: During VBS,
the Outreach Ministry provides a mission-focused op-
portunity for the children. Past projects have included
Stop Hunger Now, Heifer International, Nothing But
Nets, raising funds for wheelchairs, etc. Sabrina
Paphitis will be working with VBS this year to deter-
mine the project focus.

Blood Drive: We have two blood drives during the
year. Donna Smith heads up this project.
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| "Children's Team 2009" |

| This is a team that will meet once a month,

{ thirty minutes prior to the Sunday KIC &
TWEENERS meetings at the church. If you l
teach Sunday School to any age group 5th
grade and down, please consider joining this |

Iteam. Or, if you just want to help out as an I
individual or parent, that would be J

IGRRREAT!! :) The team automatically in- |

I cludes the leaders of the KICS and TWEEN- |

IERS. A couple of others have already joined. |

I The purpose is to continually talk about our j

Ichildren's meetings and activities as we go

Pictured here is
a Georgian fam-
ily. Nearly
100,000 of the 8
million shoe-
boxes collected

from Samari-
£ tan’s Purse this
= winter went to

Georgia. This is

just one of the several mission projects Gar-
ris Chapel participated in in 2008.

| through the year and to plan. So, the only
jthing you will need to bring is a heart full of
love for our children and your calendar! :) If
you feel God leading you to serve in this way
in the upcoming year, please come on and
join us for fellowship and fun. Thank you all |
for your love and support of our beautiful |
I children at Garris Chapel. Contact Mary i
I
I

IKay Ward.
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If you are interested in helping

with Dana’s Wardrobe, please |
contact either Dana i1
Southerland or Christina Brown il
as soon as possible. Slightly t
used dresses are needed and
volunteers who can make minor
alterations to dresses.

Children’'s Worship Service: ]
Ages 5 to 8 years old. ]

- During the regular worship service, Pastor Jerry
: has a few "moments with the children." This

. takes place after the tithes and offerings have
Ebeen received. Then, children ages 5 to 8 may go
: to Children's Worship. "Ms. Mary Kay" does a

E children's message. They take up offering, say

: prayers, sing and have a message just for them.
: There is a rotation of couples that comes to help
: each Sunday. Ifyou as a couple or individual

s would like to help in this way this upcoming

- year, please tell Mary Kay Ward. (You are a

E monitor, you don't have to do the message.) 1
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Proverbs 3:1-2 (NRSV)
"My child, do not forget my teach-
ing, but let your heart keep my

commandments; for length of days
and years of life and abundant wel-
fare they will give you.”

JUNIOR BIBLE QUIZ;
would love to have any child 6 years old
through 5th grade. It is never too late to join.
Our next meet 1s at Tanglewood Church in
Kinston-January. We meet on Wednesday
nights at 7:00pm (except the first Wed. of the
month, which is Family Night Meal) with
"Ms. Mary Kay" in the fellowship hall. She
will give you the questions to study and
learn. It is not hard. :) We practice and learn
the questions which are all Bible questions.

4 We have a lot of fun and the children learn

something wonderful; God's Holy Word. :)
One more note: as parents work with their
children to learn the questions, a wonderful
thing happens, they are doing something
positive with their child and the parents
learn more of God's word too! ;) Any adult in-
terested in helping in this area, we would
love to have you! Contact Mary Kay Ward.

Witnes
WOW, 2008 gone already and what an exciting and successful year we had. We would
like to thank everyone who joined us throughout the year for our monthly family nights. Family
nights are the first Wednesday night of every month beginning at 6:30. Let’s start the year off
right!!! Be at our first family night of 2009, January 7 for Soup and Sandwiches. Family nights are
a time of fellowship with our church family and we would love to see you there. We will also have
our annual Chili Cook-off February 4, so start digging for that favorite recipe. Let’s see who will take
the BOWL from last year’s winner, Amanda Waters.
If you have never been to a family night, now this the time to try it out and get to know each other.
Please invite family and friends for this special time. If you have any questions regarding what fam-
ily nights are all about, please contact me.
We look forward to seeing you there!

In Christ,
Karolee

Pancake Supper
$6.00 per person

Pancakes, sausage, eggs, grits, & toast
Monday, January 19, 2009
5:30 - 7:30 pm
All you can eat
Sponsored by Garris Chapel Ladies Group

"adies GrOUﬁ

"Pack a Car"
Current Members are to pick up new ladies in the
church and bring them to the first meeting of the
new year. A prize awaits the car who brings the
most.
January 12, 2009 Valentine Banquet
7:00 p.m. February 14, 2009
Ladies Meeting will be held at the home of Susan Sponsored by Garris Chapel Ladies Group
Sutton
202 Pointe Dr.
LaGrange, NC

You Are Invited!
Garris Chapel Older Adult Event
Thursday, Jan. 15th at 5:00pm

Meeting, February 9th, 2009 If you are aged 55 or older, please join us
7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall for Buddy’s shrimp

Ladies Meeting will be held at the home of Norma stew and oyster roast, followed by a won-
Ann Vinson derful program of music by “The Har-

1689 Piney Grove Rd. mony Boys”. This will be an evening of
LaGrange, NC great food, fun, and fellowship!

Men's Group

The Men’s fellowship meets the first ~ Sunday of each month at 7:30a.m. at Wilbur’s BBQ in Goldsboro.
Come enjoy breakfast, fellowship and a word from the Lord each month.

The men are planning our first annual “Fun walk, 5K, 10K Run” in the spring. Come to our next meeting,
which is on January 4th, to hear more about this, and other events.




